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WALTHAMSTOW FLY FISHERS CLUB

Apologies again for this newsletter 
arriving late, we are working to improve 
in the future.

Writing this newsletter is a little bit out 
of  my comfort zone but I am hoping to 
provide more content in the future.
If  you guys have any suggestions feel 
free to email me: peterbaker.b@gmail.
com

OPENING STATEMENT

ON THE BANK

*Andrew sharing secrets with Ian at Eyebrook

*John transforming the new hut

MOODY SUMMER FISHING

Well the hot weather didn’t help the 
fishing much through the summer 
and on into September, although the 
evenings did provide some good sport 
at times. Not a lot to write about I am 
afraid. Hopefully the fishing improves 
when the water start to cool.

With the autumn stockings and the 
cooling water temperature, we are ex-
pecting a back end bonanza.

MODERN NEW HUT

Myself. John Ferguson and Ben Ridout 
set about transforming what looked 
like a bike shed into a shelter/meeting 
point for anglers to use. I think we did a 
decent job on a baking hot day.
Thank you to Thames Water who 
provided the hut and the club paid for 
the sign, paint and materials for the rod 
stand (made by John) etc Inside you will 
see some great old photos.



COMPETITIONS, HOME AND 
AWAY.

It as been a busy Time for those of  us 
competing in competitions.

COMPETITIONS AT THE STOW.

July saw the conclusion of  the summer 
league which proved to be tough fishing 
in each round. Matt McColl won the 
series with an almost perfect points total 
only dropping one point with 49 points 
out of  a possible 50. Matt winning four 
of  the heats and second in the other.
Matt’s regular evening visits definite-
ly paid off for him. Rae Duncan was 
runner up.

Well done guys.

COMPETITION NEWS
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MEMORIAL BENCH

Also you will see we added a memorial 
bench adjacent to the hut.
This come about after an enquiry from 
Mahmoud Galal’s daughter Emma who 
wanted to buy a bench in memory of  
her dad who sadly passed away. 
Wetlands were opposed to the bench 
but after myself  and Myland badgering 
them they conceded to one bench being 
allowed. As only one bench would be 
allowed the club decided that we would 
buy the bench so club members family 
could add a plaque to it if  they wanted 
to when any of  our members passed 

away in the future. However it turned 
out Mahmoud was not a club member 
but was a regular at the Stow for many 
years and I know it was special place for 
him and Emma who had lots of  happy 
memories there as a child. We decid-
ed that any regular fly fisherman that 
passed away and wasn’t a club member 
their family could buy a plaque and do-
nate £50 to the Haven House hospice.
Hopefully we won’t see any plaques 
added in the near future.

We held our fly school/social day again 
in September. This again was very hot 

day which did affect the fishing.
The idea behind this day is to meet up 
for a social day and bring along a new-
comer who might want to try Fly-fish-
ing. We did get a few newcomers come 
along and hopefully they weren’t put off 
by the poor fishing conditions.
Thanks to TW water who didn’t charge 
for day tickets for the newcomers also to 
Andy Hathaway who gave his time and 
equipment for free.

*The new hut in all its glory *Rae hiding from the sun on Fly School day

*The reward for all Matt’s hard work

JULY-SEPT 2023



*Frank receiving the winning trophy 

*Gary King second place *Very consistent Ben in third 
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HAVEN HOUSE CHARITY  
COMPETITION.

What a great day yet again, with a great 
turn out with lots of  money raised for 
Haven House. The fishing wasn’t easy 
but most guys caught fish.
The fish were in the main feeding on 
small fry in close. Frank Daley was the 
winner, Frank fished minkies on a float-
ing line. Frank practised the day before 
proving practice does pay off.
Gary King was runner up and Ben 
Ridout third. Again there were lots of  
prizes, the winner and eleven runners 

up plus the biggest fish received 
prizes. 

So proud of  us digging deep to support 
the charity in these hard times, well 
done guys. I think we raised just over 
£2,000 so far with possibly morel to 
come in. It was nice to meet Sarah Har-
ris from Haven House who came along 
to hand over the prizes.
I thank all our sponsors especially 
Thames Water, without their support 
we wouldn’t be able to raise so much 
money. 

As usual the day continued in the Ferry 
Boat after the fishing had stopped.
The new hut looking good.

*Clive Paveley won the bonus ball draw 
for the season ticket
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*Ian and Andrew preparing the boats *Final preparations *The winning couple

P:04

TEAM LOCH STYLE COMPETI-
TIONS.

July saw the 4th round of  the Rene-
gades 6x4 series at Eyebrook

Team Peter Baker, Billy Bridgeworth, 
Ian Watts and Andrew Smith.

Practicing day saw some not so easy 
fishing, fish were caught but you had 
to work for them. We felt reasonably 
confident that we had found a way to 
catch going into match day. Billy was 
top individual and Andrew was runner 
up, they both fished brilliantly on dries, 
putting to good use what they learned 

on practice day. Proud of  these two on 
the day. Unfortunately myself  and Ian 
finished lower down the field and we 
finished 5th team. Renegades were the 
top team.

Renegades 6x4 series August heat at 
Lynn Brenig Wales.

Team Peter Baker, Frank Daley, John 
Ferguson and Mike Heritage.

None of  us had fished Brenig before 
and we were really looking forward to it, 
hearing tales of  great terrestrial dry fly 
fishing. That was not the case.
It was a miserable couple of  days, the 

weather was awful and the fishing was 
worse, it was a real slog with only a few 
fish caught in practice and on match 
day, we finished mid table.
Reservoir dogs were the winning team.
I wouldn’t go back in a hurry.

*A moody Brenig *Mike not exactly enjoying practice day but still smiling,  
I think he had just caught his first fish.
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*All smiles on the first practice day. *A well earned drink in the sunshine, team Walthamstow Wulff’s.

P:05

September the Cortland team champi-
onship on Chew and Blagdon

Team Andrew Smith and Tony Fox on 
Blagdon. Peter Baker, Ian Watts, John 
Ferguson and Matt McColl on Chew.

We practised for two days before the 
two day competition and as we have 
found in the previous two years the fish-
ing wasn’t easy. Unlike Brenig we faced 

flat calm and bright sunshine.
We knew not many fish would be 
caught in the competition so it was a 
matter of  slogging it out for not much 
reward. We all avoided blanks which 
was a fete in itself. Once again we just 
finished in the lower half  of  the table 
and there were a few teams behind us 
but we are learning each year.
We all seem to enjoy fishing this com-
petition even though it’s a challenge, 

maybe that’s the appeal. This competi-
tion is fished by some very strong teams 
with good local knowledge, top half  of  
the table next year. Winning team FNF 
Nymphomaniacs.

YELLOW OWL
Difficulty - Easy

My first year using this very popular dry 
fly and it’s been remarkably sucessful. 
Catching half  my winning bag in the 
Renegades 6x4 at Eyebrook. It seems  

to catch both recent sock fish and very 
old grown on fish.

TYING
Step 1: Put down a base of  the Light 
Cahill thread and catch in the black 
wire.

Step 2: Build up the body and wind up 
the rib in open turns. Tie off the wire 
and wiggle the excess unil it breaks off.

Step 3: At this stage superglue to protect 
the fly. Its most efficient to tie flys like 
this in batches. So I would take a batch 
of  flies to this stage and leave to dry.

Step 4: Tie the thread back in and 
neatly align the tips of  6-8 cdc feathers. 
Making sure the curve of  the feathers 
are all the same. Catch them in with cdc 
at the desired height.

FLY OF THE SEASON
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Step 5: Make a very small dubbing rope 
with the stickle dub and wind around 
the thorax.

Step 6: Whip finish and varnish the 
head. Add some Gink to the cdc a few 
hours prior to use.

MATERIALS 
Fulling Mill 5110 heavyweight grub 
size 14 or 12 hook, Light Cahill thread 
(Uni-Thread 8/0), black wire (UTC), 
natural veniard stickle dub, and CDC 
(Cookshill).

Billy



The club is in good shape financially 
which enabled us to purchase the me-
morial bench and put money towards 
the recent Brown trout stocking in the 
East Warwick. 

Looking forward to the Autumn series 
that starts soon, hope to see some of  
you attending, it should fish well on 
these autumn dates. There is the bonus 
of  the biggest fish sweep £5 entry big-
gest fish over the three dates takes the 
pot.

Also looking forward to seeing you  
all at the Fur & Feather on the 2nd  
December.

Don’t forget these competitions are 
very much friendly days. Please don’t 
be put off by the word”competition” 
all welcome. These are a great way to 

CLOSING STATEMENT
get to know other members and share 
information on fishing methods etc.

I must congratulate Tony Fox for help-
ing England win the silver medal on the 
Lake of  Mentieth, Scotland winning 
gold.

Thanks again to Billy for producing the 
newletter with me.

Tight lines guys and all the best
Peter
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*Tony in the England team at The Lake
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